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4. INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

4.1. THE INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

“To internationalize means to strengthen the links, to 
overcome cultural boundaries, to promote international 
exchange, to facilitate political and commercial relations 
between countries, to improve the quality of operation-
al and manufacturing processes, to promote innovation, 
among other meanings. Therefore, UFES has become (1) 
an attractive destination for foreign students and re-
searchers; (2) a strong and sustained leader in knowl-
edge transfer and research development, meeting region-
al needs and skills; (3) an important player in research 
projects in partnership with teaching and research insti-
tutions worldwide; (4) a promoter of partnerships between 
national and international companies and local agencies; 
(5) a partner of institutions in several countries and con-
tinents; and (6) an ethical institution, considering its ac-
tions and decisions, taking into account the interests of 
students, researchers, institutions and countries”.
�3�U�R�I�����3�D�W�U�¯�F�L�D���&�D�U�G�R�V�R�������+�H�D�G���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���2�I�Ë�F�H

The International Office (SRI) is responsible for the 
internationalization policy of the University and for 
developing its operations worldwide. This office assists 
the Rector, the main departments and the teaching and 
research units, for international academic cooperation. 
SRI has the following structure:

• Division for Academic Agreements
• Division for Student Mobility (Incoming)
• Division for Student Mobility (Outcoming)
• Literacy and Languages
• Permanent committee for internationalization 
UFES believes that agreements are very important 

for interaction with other countries, including the ex-
change of students and professors, and networks such 
as Erasmus Mundus, Coimbra Network of Brazilian 
Universities, Association of Universities of Portuguese 
speaking countries, Santander Program for Univer-
sities, among others. Moreover, there are several ex-
change programs supported by CAPES and CNPq, the 
largest one being “Science without borders”, and others 
supported by the Organization of American States, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Educa-
tion (PEC-G and PEC-PG).

Contact Information
Av. Fernando Ferrari, 514 – Goiabeiras, Vitória/ES – 
Postal Code 29.075-910
Phone: +55 27 4009 2046 – www.internacional.ufes.br 
– internacional@reitoria.ufes.br
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4.2. GETTING AROUND CAMPUSES AND CITIES

SRI helps foreign students when they first arrive at 
UFES by offering tips for everyday life in Vitória, São 
Mateus or Alegre, depending on where the student is 
going to stay. Although university accommodations are 
not provided, voluntary Brazilian students (who have 
already lived abroad) help foreign students to find a 
place to stay in Brazil.

Foreign students are welcome to use the university 
restaurants.

4.3. PORTUGUESE AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

The official exam for proficiency in the Portuguese 
language is called “Certificado de Proficiência em Lín-
gua Portuguesa para Estrangeiros” (Celpe-Bras). Celpe-
Bras Certificate is given to foreign students with satis-
factory performance in a standard Portuguese language 
exam, developed by the Ministry of Education. This 
exam if offered in Brazil and other countries, with the 
aid of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Celpe-Bras is the 
only officially recognized Brazilian certificate for pro-
ficiency of Portuguese as a foreign language. There are 
four levels of proficiency: intermediate, upper interme-
diate, advanced and upper advanced. For more infor-
mation about Celpe-Bras, please visit: portal.inep.gov.
br/celpebras. For locations where the exam is offered, 
please visit: portal.inep.gov.br/postos-aplicadores.

UFES has a Community Language Centre, which of-
fers a course of Portuguese as a Foreign Language (ba-
sic and intermediate levels), as well as other languages. 

More information can be found at: www.clinguas.org.br 
– coordped@clinguas.org.br / +55 27 4009 2872.

4.4. STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES

The Office for Student Affairs and Citizenship has a de-
partment for student assistance and the Office for Human 
Resources has a department for health services, where 
professionals such as medical doctors, nurses, psycholo-
gists and dentists offer emergency services. After the ini-
tial care, patients are advised to seek for a specialist.

Foreign students can only use Brazilian public health 
services in case of emergency. Thus, UFES requires that 
foreign students have a health insurance plan (including 
repatriation), prior to their arrival in Brazil. The insurance 
must be valid throughout the stay in Brazil. The student 
is responsible for the choice of the insurance company.

4.5. VISA

Foreign students must have a student visa (type 4 – tem-
porary visa). The Brazilian visa is issued by the Brazilian 
embassy or consulate in their homeland, to live in Brazil 
and to enroll at UFES. Addresses from Brazilian embassies 
or consulates can be found at: www.itamaraty.gov.br.

Important notice: it is not allowed to enroll at UFES 
with a tourist visa or to change the visa status after 
the person has arrived in Brazil or in a neighboring 
country. In such cases, the person must return to his/
her homeland and apply for a new visa.
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5. UNDERSTANDING POSTGRADUATE COURSES 
AT UFES

Postgraduate education at UFES, as well as in other 
Brazilian universities, is available to students who fin-
ished undergraduate courses (teacher’s or bachelor de-
gree). It is divided in 2 types: latu sensu courses (special-
ization studies) and stricto sensu courses (master degree 
and Ph.D). Specialization studies last for one year and 
require students to enroll in academic subjects and to 
produce a final course assignment (usually a review pa-
per). Specialization studies are designed to improve the 
knowledge obtained in undergraduate courses.

5.1. MASTER’S DEGREE

Providing a good academic and scientific education is 
the main purpose of strict sensu postgraduate courses.

At UFES, one can find 2 types of master’s degree 
courses: academic and professional. The academic one 
prepares professionals for teaching and research, while 
the professional one prepares human resources for 
non-academic purposes.

Master courses usually last around 24 months. For 
obtaining the diploma the students are required to 
complete a certain number of credits (24 to 36, depend-
ing on the course – in the first year) and to produce a 
final course assignment, called dissertation – by the 
end of the second year. In order to enroll, the candi-
date must have finished an undergraduate course. It is 
advisable that the candidate demonstrates some level 
of experience in research, gained during their under-
graduate courses (scientific initiation, internships and 
research projects).

An academic master’s degree course requires the 
student to develop research, usually conducted in a 
laboratory or a field research, in order to produce the 
dissertation. It is expected that the dissertation has 
enough relevance and quality, so that it can produce (at 
least) one article to be published in a specialized jour-
nal. In a professional master degree course, the student 
may develop different types of final assignment, such 
as developing a new product, patent or prototype. In 
both cases, the final assignment is assessed by a com-
mission of 3 professors – one of them being an external 
examiner.
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5.2. DOCTORAL DEGREE

Doctoral degree programmes represent a higher 
level of academic and scientific education. In order to 
enter a doctoral programme, it is advisable that the 
candidate has a master degree and publication in spe-
cialized journals. It is usually required for most doctor-
al programmes that the candidate presents a research 
proposal which is assessed by a commission of profes-
sors. In this proposal, the candidate should show his/
her scientific skills, so that he/she can participate in a 
research group to develop a doctoral thesis.

Doctoral programmes usually last 4 years. It is re-
quired to complete a certain number of credits (from 36 
to 48) and to develop an innovative research, which can 
contribute to the field of knowledge where the thesis 
was developed. It is also required to publish articles in 
scientific journals during the course. For obtaining the 
doctoral degree a thesis defense is also a requirement. 
The thesis is assessed by a commission of 5 examiners 
– two of them being external examiners.

5.3. HOW TO APPLY

Most courses work on an annual basis. The academ-
ic year is divided in 2 semesters – the first one from 
March to July; the second one from August to Decem-
ber. Each doctoral programme defines the calendar for 
the selection processes, but most programmes organize 
the selection during the second semester, and start the 
classes in the following year. The selection calendar, 
requirements and number of vacancies are shown in 
public notices, published by the Office for Research and 
Postgraduate Studies (www.prppg.ufes.br) and by the 
programmes in which the courses are offered. Despite 
some similarities in their guidelines, the rules for ap-
plying are different in each programme. Thus, foreign 
students interested in these courses should contact the 
International Office (www.internacional.ufes.br).

Foreign students interested in master and doctoral 
programs can also apply through the Program of Alli-
ances for Education and Training (PAEC-OEA/GCUB). 
This program is a joint initiative of the General Secre-
tariat from the Organization of American States (SG/
OEA) and the Coimbra Group of Brazilian Universities 
(GCUB), with the objective of promoting the interna-
tionalization of postgraduate education for students 
who live in one of the member-states of the Organi-
zation of American States (OEA), except Brazil. For in-
formation about enrollments, vacancies, courses and 
scholarships, please visit: www.grupocoimbra.org.br. 

Foreign students interested in developing part of 
his/her master or doctoral degree courses at UFES as 
exchange students or double degree students should 
contact the international office.

The postgraduate programmes at UFES may have 
different requirements concerning Portuguese lan-
guage proficiency.
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5.4. SCHOLARSHIPS

In general, postgraduate courses at UFES offer schol-
arships funded by CAPES, CNPq, FAPES and other in-
stitutions such as FACITEC and other companies. The 
availability of such scholarships will depend on the 
budget of funding agencies and the types of agreement 
between UFES and these institutions. Information 
about scholarships can be found with the coordination 
of postgraduate programs.

There is also the Student Program/Agreement for 
Postgraduate Courses (PEC-PG),  developed by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, along with the Ministry of Edu-
cation, to offer master and doctoral degree courses for 
citizens of developing countries which have education-

al and cultural agreements with Brazil (specially Africa, 
Latin America and the Caribbean).

PEC-PG offers a monthly scholarship (same amount 
offered to Brazilian students): R$ 1.500 for master de-
gree students, up to 24 months; and R$ 2.200 for doc-
toral degree students, up to 48 months, plus flight tick-
et back to homeland. Applications for doctoral degree 
scholarships should be done at CAPES website (www.
capes.gov.br) and applications for master degree schol-
arships should be done at CNPq website (www.cnpq.br). 
Important notice: the student must contact the post-
graduate programme to obtain the acceptance letter 
prior to application for scholarships. For more informa-
tion about application requirements, please visit: www.
dce.mre.gov.br.



20

UNIVERSIDADE FEDERAL DO ESPÍRITO SANTO

5.5. LIST OF Postgraduate PROGRAMMES

Postgraduate courses offered at UFES are: (56 master degree courses and 21 doctoral degree courses [D]). The 
description of the postgraduate courses at UFES can be found in Annex I.

 

Accounting [M] Institutional Psychology [M]

Administration [M/D] Languages and Literature [M/D]

Agrochemical [M] Linguistics [M]

Architecture and Urbanism [M] Management and Water Resources Regulation in Natio-
nal Network [PM]

Arts [M] Mathematics – National Network [PM]

Astrophysics, Cosmology and Gravitation [D] Mathematics [M]

Biochemistry and Pharmacology [M] Mechanical Engineering [M]

Biological Sciences: Animal [M/D] Medicine [PM]

Biotechnology [M/D] Nursing [PM]

Chemical Engineering [M] Nutrition and Heath [M]

Chemistry [M] Pharmaceutical Sciences [M]

Civil Engineering [M] Philosophy [M]

Civil Procedural Law [M] Physical Education [M]

Communication and Territorialities [M] Physics [M/D]

Computer Sciences [M/D] Physiological Sciences [M/D]

Dentistry [PM] Plant Biology [M/D]

Economics [M] Plant Production [M/D]

Education [M/D] Psychology [M/D]

Education, Basic Education and Teacher Training [M] Public Health [M/D]

Electrical Engineering [M/D] Public Management [PM]

Energy [M] Social Policy [M/D]

Environmental Engineering [M/D] Social Sciences [M]

Environmental Oceanography [M/D] Sustainable Engineering and Development [PM]

Food Science and Technology [M] Teaching in Elementary Education [M]

Forest Sciences [M/D] Teaching on Physics [PM]

Genetics and Improvement [M/D] Tropical Agriculture [M]

Geography [M] Tropical Biodiversity [M]

History [M/D] Veterinary Sciences [M]

Infectious Diseases [M/D]
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6. UNDERSTANDING THE UNDERGRADUATE 
COURSES

6.1. GETTING ADMITTED 

Vestibular
Brazilian and foreign students interested in applying 

for an undergraduate course at UFES must take part in 
a selection process called “vestibular”, organized by the 
Commission for Vestibular Coordination (CCV). All the 
exams are offered in Brazil, in Portuguese. For more in-
formation about “vestibular”, please visit: www.ccv.ufes.br.

Transfer
Students interested in undergraduate courses have 

other ways for being admitted: 
• optional transfer – for students from a different in-
stitution who want to finish their course at UFES;
• new course – for those who have finished an un-
dergraduate course and want to engage in another 
course at UFES;
• removal – for students from UFES who want to 
change campus or daytime in which the course is of-
fered;
• new option – for students from UFES who want to 
change to another course at UFES;
Vacancies for those transfer options must be available 

and students must take part in a specific selection pro-
cess. For more information, please visit: www.psvs.ufes.br.

Foreign students may apply for vacancies through 
optional transfer or new course.

PEC-G
PEC-G offers the opportunity to accomplish studies 

in Brazilian Higher Education Institutions to students 
from developing countries which have educational, cul-
tural and scientific agreements with Brazil. It is han-
dled by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, through the De-
partment of Educational Issues, and by the Ministry of 
Education.

The application is free and should be done at Brazilian 
diplomatic institutions abroad, where the student lives. 
For more information, please visit: www.dce.mre.gov.br.

Student Exchange
Students interested in accomplishing part of their 

undergraduate studies at UFES should be registered in 
institutions which have agreements with our Universi-
ty. These students may apply for academic subjects in 

undergraduate courses or develop research activities 
in laboratories at UFES – up to 2 academic semesters, 
which can be extended for 2 more semesters, if the 
home institution authorizes it or if there is a double de-
gree agreement between the two institutions.

Foreign students should contact the international 
office at their home institution, which will contact our 
international office (SRI) for information about applica-
tions. Once admitted, SRI will contact the student and 
ask for the following documents: (1) reference letter from 
the home institution; (2) reference letter from a profes-
sor of the home institution; (3) copy of the transcript of 
records; (4) study plan for the exchange period; (5) copy 
of the passport – personal information pages, including 
expiry date; (6) digital photo .JPG – maximum 50 kbytes. 
These documents should be sent to the following e-mail 
address: internacional@reitoria.ufes.br.
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Deadlines for application are usually 4 months pri-
or to the beginning of the academic semester. Selected 
students must also send a copy of the passport with the 
temporary student visa (type 4) and a copy of the health 
insurance.

6.2. SCHOLARSHIPS

The Ministry of Education offers scholarships for 
PEC-G students through the “Milton Santos” Project 
for Higher Education (Promisaes). This project offers 
financial support (R$ 622) for foreign students reg-
istered in undergraduate courses at UFES. For more 
information about Promisaes, please visit: interna-
cional.ufes.br.

PEC-G students can also receive two other types of 
scholarships from the Brazilian government, during one 
semester, which may be extended for 6 more months: 
(1) the Merit Scholarship, for students with excellent 

academic performance, which includes a flight ticket 
back to homeland, after the course is finished; and (2) 
an Emergency Scholarship, if the student has an unex-
pected financial trouble.

6.3. SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
The Institutional Program for Scientific Initiation 

(PI-IC) at UFES aims to develop the scientific skills 
in undergraduate students with good academic per-
formance, in order to prepare them for postgraduate 
courses. Students take part in high quality research 
projects, under guidance for 12 months. PI-IC at UFES 
is subdivided into: Institutional Program for Scientific 
Initiation Scholarships (PIBIC) and the Voluntary Insti-
tutional Program for Scientific Initiation (PIVIC). Stu-
dents should seek a professor in their field of interest 
to apply for these programmes. The deadlines and doc-
uments for application and information about scholar-
ships can be found at: www.prppg.ufes.br.
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6.4. LIST OF UNDERGRADUATE COURSES

Undergraduate courses in 57 domains are offered at UFES. These courses are distributed among the three campuses 
and offered either as presence-based or distance learning and diurnal or nocturnal courses. The description of the un-
der graduate courses at UFES can be found in Annex II.

Vitória

Accounting Library Sciences

Advertising Management

Architecture and Urbanism Mathematics

Archivology Mechanical Engineering

Biological Sciences Medicine

Chemistry Music

Cinema and Audiovisual Nursing

Civil Engineering Nutrition

Computer Engineering Occupational Therapy

Computer Sciences Oceanography

Economics Odontology

Education Pedadogy

Electrical Engineering Pharmacy

Environmental Engineering Philosophy

Gemology Phonoaudiology

Geography Physical Education

History Physical Therapy

Indigenous Education Physics

Industrial Design Plastic Arts

Journalism Production Engineering

Languages - English Psychology

Languages – French Rural Education

Languages – Italian Social Sciences

Languages – Portuguese Social Service

Languages - Brazilian Sign Language Statistics

Languages – Spanish Technology in Industrial Maintenance

Law Visual Arts
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Alegre

Agronomy Industrial Wood Engineering

Biological Sciences Information Systems

Chemical Engineering Mathematics

Chemistry Nutrition

Computer Sciences Pharmacy

Food Engineering Physics

Forest Engineering Veterinary Medicine

Geology Zootechnology

São Mateus

Agronomy Nursing

Biological Sciences Pedagogy

Chemical Engineering Petroleum Engineering

Chemistry Pharmacy

Computer Engineering Physics

Computer Sciences Production Engineering

Industrial Mathematics Rural Education

Mathematics

Distance Learning

Biology Philosophy

Education Physics

History Visual Arts
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